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more " institutional " than homely, and in this
connection it must not be forgotten that the characters
of some of the girls are such that they can only be
dealt with effectively when subjected to a fairly rigid
discipline. The need for careful selection is indicated
in order that, so far as possible, each girl may be sent
to a Home of such size and character as is most suited
to her particular temperament and needs. In practice
such an ideal selection is often impossible, but this
consideration is obviously an important factor affecting
the success or otherwise of the training provided :
here, again, a central co-ordinating body could render
invaluable assistance.

Ages of the Homes

Several of the Homes at present existing have been
carrying on their work continuously for more than
a century. The Magdalen Hospital, situated at
Streatham, was founded in the year 1758. This is
probably the oldest Home in London. Six others at
least date back to the period 1805 to 1850.

The Magdalen Hospital, so called, is now adminis-
tered very much on the lines of other Homes of its
class, the medical work done being confined to
arrangements for the continuation treatment of a small
proportion of not very serious cases of venereal disease.
The danger referred to above accompanying the
association of such cases with uninfected women is
probably reduced to a minimum here. The girls
are divided into " wards " of fourteen individuals,
classed, according to their character and progress,
as " probationary/' c< intermediate/' or " finishing."
They stay two years, and the Home is entirely free.
It is a fine building, well situated in its own grounds
and with its own private chapel. A visit to this Home,